WHS Opening Night
Sunday October 12, 2025, 18:00 Room “Pavillon”
Setting: Informal, Relaxed, Entertaining, Engaging, Activating

Hosts and
Moderators

Axel R. Pries, WHS President (ARP)
Rosebella Iseme, Assistant Professor Aga Kahn
University, Nairobi (.)

On stage

Reem Alabali Radovan; Federal Minister for Economic
Cooperation and Development (RAR)

Peter Sands, Executive Director, The Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (PS)

Priscilla Ama Addo, National President, Young Health
Advocates Ghana, (PAA)

Bernd Montag, CEO Siemens Healthineers (BM)

Lukoye Atwoli, Dean of Medical School, AKU Nairobi,
WHS International President 2026 (LA)

Balvir S. Tomar, Chancellor, NIMS University, WHS
International
President 2025 (BST)

Heyo Kroemer, CEO, Charité Universitatsmedizin Berlin
(HKK)

Carsten Schicker, CEO, WHS

Time

18:00-18:50

Location

Pavillon, Interconti, Berlin

18:00

Room is dark
Intro video produced by Deutsche Welle is shown on the
big screens -3 min -

Video DW

18:03

ARP

LED / SCREENS: WHS Logo / Speakers
- Intro, 4 min -

> Rl and ARP enter the stage, short official welcome
and introduction:

- Good evening, and welcome to Berlin, to the World
Health Summit 2025.

- Introduce co-moderator
Rosebella Iseme, Assistant Professor and Clinical
Epidemiologist at the Department of Population
Health of Ag Kahn University in Nairobi

- Good evening to everyone here and online.

- Introduce ARP: | have the privilege of co-hosting this
opening ceremony with Prof. Axel Pries, President of
the World Health Summit.




ARP

» Setting the scene: Introduction, leitmotif, 3 key
messages

“Tonight, we gather not just as participants, but as
partners in shaping the future of global health.

We convene under the leitmotiv “Taking
responsibility for health in a fragmenting world”
This responsibility includes all players from politics,
academia, civil society, and private sector.

And here in the audience these sectors and all
regions of the world are represented — and this will
be reflected on the podium, too.

“The World Health Summit is aimed to build
bridges and strengthen cooperation — especially in
difficult times we are experiencing. There is a
common goal and joint spirit which brings us
together: We are working for better health for
everyone everywhere.

To live a healthy live is a strong, fundamental,
uniting and unquestionable common goal. This must|
be and remain the bridge that transcends political,
cultural, personal, and sectoral fragmentation. In this
spirit we can, together, develop common solutions,
approaches, and mechanisms in the future. Here is
the place where ideas are transformed into
solutions.

If all of you at this Summit can convince the public at
large and decisionmakers worldwide that
investments in health — financial and non-financial —
are investments in resilience, stability, and growth,
you have done a great job!

As Tedros said exactly at this spot, last year
“Gesundheit ist ein Menschenrecht” - health is a
human right

But health is also the basis for peace and prosperity.
And a responsibility for us all.

» ARP invites Rl to give her perspective.:

This year’s theme, Taking Responsibility for Health
in a Fragmenting World, comes at a crucial
moment, when reaffirming our shared commitment
to advancing health and equity worldwide is of
utmost importance.

Around the world, we are navigating the realities
and ripple effects of funding cuts, rising conflicts,
and deepening social inequalities.

For those of us in the Global South, this means
striving to do more with fewer resources in already

fragile systems.

(241 words
1:30 min)




- For many of us in the early stages of our careers, it
means competing for an ever-shrinking pool of
opportunities to build independence and lasting
careers.

- Even so, our presence here today reflects our unity
of purpose: to generate evidence, exchange ideas,
and develop solutions that serve our communities,
while strengthening the collective pursuit of global
health.

- The World Health Summit’s dedication to bringing
diverse voices together sets a precedent for shared
responsibility, showing that innovation and solutions
must come from every corner of the world.

(164 words
1:10 min)

18:07

LED / SCREENS: BMZ and GF Logo / Speakers
- BMZ and Global Fund, 14 min -

» Transition ARP 0:30 min

ARP:

- Inthe current fragmenting environment, we need
cooperation worldwide.

In the current challenging times with a lot of
fragmentations we need cooperation and global
engagement of nations and organizations. Thus, in
this first part of this Opening Night centring around
global cooperation, we are particularly happy to
introduce important players in Global Health and in
achieving tangible health impacts.

» RAR, PS, PAA, and BM are named and invited to
the stage 1:00 min

Here with us today are:
ARP:
- the Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and
Development,
Reem Alabali Radovan;

- the Executive Director of the Global Fund against
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, Peter Sands

- Priscilla Ama Addo, a Global Fund Advocates
Network Speaker, a Programs Officer for Y+ Global
and a youth health advocate championing HIV,
SRHR and holistic health and wellbeing of young
people.

0:30

1:30




- and bernd Montag the CEO of Siemens
Healthineers.

Room gets dark and videos are shown

Video 1 2:40 min

“70 Million Reasons Why” 70 Million Reasons Why to
support the Global Fund - Videos - The Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria incl. statement
from German civil society

Video 2 0:06 min
The Global Fund — Peter Wiessner — Health Equity
Message

ARP:
- addressing Alabadi Radovan - 0:20 min -

The Global Fund is well known for its remarkable
achievements in the last decades - we have seen
some impressive results in the video. Germany is a
long-standing partner.

What is your perspective for the future?

> Intervention RAR - 3:00 min -

- acknowledgement of the Global Fund’s
achievements

- outlook to global health challenges
- importance of increasing cooperation and

efficiencies.
- announcement of German pledge to the Global
Fund

- addressing Peter Sands -0:20 min -

The Global Fund has proven its ability to deliver and
to adapt. As we look ahead to a new set of global
challenges, how does the Global Fund continue to
evolve and respond to the new realities?

» Intervention PS - 2:15 min -
Highlights the recently published results of the
GFATM so far: 70 million lives saved since 2002.
Unique model of the GFATM partnership. Ongoing
work with Gavi and other GH actors for increased

Video 1 GF

4:20

Video 2 GF

4:26

4:46

7:46

8:06

10:21




cooperation and possible further perspectives for
the health architecture (tbc).

- addressing Priscilla Ana Addo - 0:20 min -
[She was one of the first youth living with HIV in Ghana to
publicly share her status and story to inspire other youth. She
works for Hope for Future Generations and is the president of
Young Health Advocates Ghana, a network of over 700
members]

From your perspective, what makes the Global Fund
partnership so important for communities and civil

society?

> Intervention PAA - 2:15 min -

Highlights why the GFATM is important in ensuring
access to life-saving services for all and in building
strong and resilient health systems, especially for
key and vulnerable populations. Sharing insights
on the experience of GF impact in the countries,
for communities

ARP:
- addressing Bernd Montag - 0:20 min -
The Private sector will also be a strong partner for
a future Global health Architecture and | am happy
that BM will give us this perspective.

» Intervention BM - 0:45 min -
Role and projects of the private sector: interaction
of Siemens Healthineers with the GF

- addressing Alabadi Radovan - 0:20 min -
Reemphasize importance of Germany’s pledge
announcement in the continued fight against
HIV/Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

» Intervention RAR - 0:30 min -

Concluding words — appeal to others to contribute
with ambitious pledges to the Global Fund

Moderators thank the participants for their interventions
and dedication to this joint cause.

» RAR, PS and PAA leave the stage

10:41

13:01

13:21

14:06

14:26

14:56

18:22

LED / SCREENS: Academic Alliance Logo / Speakers
- Academic Alliance / Handover of Baton, 15 min -




ARP:

» Transition to Academic Alliance and Regional
Meetings

Global Health needs partnerships and cooperation
as we have just seen. Another indispensable
component is the firm basis in scientific evidence.

Like the wish to live healthy which unites everyone
on the planet, scientific evidence is universally
valid on the planet and unites us all. In the WHS
family, this is represented by the WHS Academic
Alliance — a global network of 28 leading academic
institutions and organizations.

The WHS Academic Alliance serves as the
academic backbone of the World Health Summit
and contributes to multiple sessions in the WHS
program

Beyond its engagement during the WHS, the
network is active year-round and continues to
strengthen its role as a global community of
universities, research institutions, and academic
health centers committed to advancing health
worldwide.

We are glad that we are joined here tonight by
many members of the academic alliance. Thank you
for your continued commitment.

Regional engagement is a cornerstone of the
Alliance’s mission. Each year a regional meeting is
hosted by an Alliance member in a different region
of the world. The Regional Meetings serve as a
platform for regional stakeholders to address
context-specific challenges while contributing to
global solutions.

This year the regional meeting was hosted by the
NIMS University in New Delhi and preparations for
2026 are already underway. Let’s take a look back
first and then into the future.

Video showing highlights from the Regional Meeting 2025
in New Delhi — zoom out and zoom in to Nairobi - 1,5 min-

» ARP and Rl invite BST and AL to the stage

ARP thanks all organizers and participants for their
great energy and engagement.

(129 words)

(80 words)

5:00

Video RM
6:50

7:50




-  BST: Impact and follow up of RM - 2:00 min
- Handover of Baton — BST to AL - 3:10 min

Photos togethe

- ARP invites AL to share a few thoughts - 2:00 min
SCREENS: Photos from AKU-Nairobi — AL as live video

» BST and AL leave the stage

9:50

13:00

15:00

18:37

LED / SCREENS: Charité and WHS Logo / Speakers
- Official Opening of the WHS, 4 min -

» ARP and Rl remain on stage
> Rl welcomes and introduces CS on stage
» ARP welcomes and introduces HKK on stage

» HKK gives short remarks and declares the World
Health Summit 2025 officially open

18:41

LED / SCREENS: Charité and WHS Logo / Speakers
- Final, 6 min -

» ARP and . thank the guests and wish everyone a
great opening night with food, drinks and great
company

» ARP hands over to CS for his remarks

CS

- “This annual Summit is not just about dialogue. It
must be a catalyst for change.”

- “Over these three days, the connections you make,
the commitments you shape, and the collaborations
you start - these are the real legacy of the World
Health Summit. We invite you to bring your ideas,
your energy, your responsibility to the stage, to the
panels, to every conversation.”

- “Thank you for joining the World Health Summit
2025. Our work together does not end here. The
flagship conference each October in Berlin is only
one part of a greater movement. What matters just
as much is what happens throughout the year,
across the world. As a continuous platform, we are




here to carrying these exchanges and ideas (127 words)
forward—with you.”

ARP
- We take responsibility
- “Let’s use this WHS to set a starting point to jointly
design a new, fair, global health ecosystem.”
- “Together, we can counter fragmentation. Together,
we can build a healthier future for all.”
CS

- explains the stipend scheme

» ARP and CS invite the stipend recipients (15) to the
stage (if present 10) as future global health leaders Slides -
LED / SCREENS: Names + Photo (5 not present) Stipends

LED / SCREENS: WHS Logo
» All other participants invited back to stage
> Final Photo and Selfie Moment|

ARP: ARP /Rl take the with a long selfie stick

Gathering
19:00




