
  

GFANers’ Guide to WHS 2025 

BERLIN, OCTOBER 12–14 

BACKGROUND  

 
The World Health Summit has grown in importance for global health advocates. It would typically fall too late in the Replenishment calendar 
to influence outcomes, but the timeline for the 8th Replenishment has shifted and given the summit a renewed relevance. It will be one of the 
last large global health events on the calendar before the closure of the replenishment campaign and is therefore likely to be chosen as a 
space for pledge announcements for governments, companies and foundations.  
 
WHS is not, however, especially friendly to advocates and activists as a space – it is very technical and formal - speaking opportunities will 
be sparse. However, and in part for that reason, it brings together decision makers and makes them more accessible than they would be in 
other settings. 
 

Tip: Here’s a WHS Webpage with the attendee list — useful if you want to connect, engage, or set up bilateral 
meetings. 

It is still possible to register to join virtually! A number of sessions are livestreamed on the WHS YouTube channel and 
more info can be found here: https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/registration/participation  (Digital Participation) 

 

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/events/participants
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/registration/participation


 
 
 

WHAT’S WORTH WATCHING ON THE WHS SCHEDULE  

 
WHS is heavy on technical panels and light on activist-friendly spaces, but here are a few sessions GFANers may want to keep an eye on: 
 
Date Time Title  Description Room Host Speaker(s) of Interest 

Sunday, 
12th 
October 

16:00-
17:30 CEST 

Malaria and 
Global Health 
Security  

Overcoming Systemic 
Barriers and Managing 
Resources to Eliminate 
Poverty-Related 
Diseases 

Forum 
2 

Medicines for 
Malaria Venture 
(MMV) 

Olivia Ngou 

Sunday, 
12th 
October 

14:00-
15:30 CEST 

Transforming the 
Global Health 
Architecture  

Rethinking Governance 
and Financing Models 

Center 
Stage 

The ONE Campaign 
Winnie Byanyima, 
UNAIDS and Serah Makka, 
the ONE campaign 

Sunday, 
12th 
October 

11:00-
12:30 CEST 

Responsible AI in 
Health for 
Sustainable 
Development  

Driving Global 
Partnerships to 
Strengthen Safe and 
Effective AI Solutions in 
Health Systems 
Worldwide 

Pavillon 

Federal Ministry for 
Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ), 
HealthAI 

Christoph Benn, JLI  

Monday, 
13th 
October 

09:00-
10:30 CEST 

Global Health 
Financing at the 
Tipping Point  

Crisis or Catalyst for 
Change? 

Pavillon 
Federal Ministry of 
Health of Germany 
(BMG) 

Peter Sands (Global Fund), 
Sania Nishtar (GAVI), Priya 
Basu ( The Pandemic 
Fund), Kieran Daly (Gate 
Foundation)  

 

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ac4c94b4-5d2f-4c7a-9c45-8d689d183d12
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ac4c94b4-5d2f-4c7a-9c45-8d689d183d12
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ac4c94b4-5d2f-4c7a-9c45-8d689d183d12
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/6e1f6c8d-9e4a-437f-b029-29c9050fef09
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/6e1f6c8d-9e4a-437f-b029-29c9050fef09
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/6e1f6c8d-9e4a-437f-b029-29c9050fef09
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ea8df856-a280-487d-9b51-3f2da3a33257
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ea8df856-a280-487d-9b51-3f2da3a33257
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ea8df856-a280-487d-9b51-3f2da3a33257
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ea8df856-a280-487d-9b51-3f2da3a33257
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/7e74a9f3-c013-4d1a-9cfd-d14579ca704d
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/7e74a9f3-c013-4d1a-9cfd-d14579ca704d
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/7e74a9f3-c013-4d1a-9cfd-d14579ca704d


 
 
 

Monday, 
13th 
October 

14:00-15:30 
CEST 

Shifting Powers: 
What Does the 
Future Hold for 
Global Health 
Governance? 
 

Explore the dynamics 
which (re-)shape the GH 
ecosystem - altering 
alliances and the role of 
various actors. 

Hub 2 
Federal Ministry 
of Health of 
Germany (BMG) 

Joy Phumaphi (ALMA), 
Anne-Claire Amprou 
(French MoFA), Paul Zubeil 
(BMG),  

Tuesday, 
14th 
October 

14:00-
15:30 CEST 

Adapting the 
Global Health 
Architecture in a 
Fragmenting 
World 

Institutions must work 
seamlessly together and 
find new ways to do 
more with less, with a 
clear understanding of 
their mandate. 

Hub 2 
Gavi, The 
Vaccine Alliance 

Sania Nishtar (GAVI) 

Tuesday, 
14th 
October 

14:00-
15:30 CEST 

Shaping the 
Future of SRHR 
in Times of Crises  

How Resource 
Limitations Can Become 
a Source of Innovation 

Hall 2 Bayer 
Aparajita RamaKrishnan 
(Gates Foundation) 

Tuesday, 
14th 
October 

11:00-
12:30 CEST 

Shaping the 
Future of 
UNAIDS in the 
Context of UN80  

Leveraging UNAIDS’ 
Experience to 
Strengthen Global and 
Countries’ HIV 
Responses and 
Multilateral Reform 

Forum 
1 

Federal Ministry 
of Health of 
Germany (BMG) 

Erika Castellanos (GATE) 
Christine Stegling (UNAIDS), 
Daniel Molokele (UNITE) 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

 
We’ve set up a WhatsApp group for everyone attending WHS. This will be our live space for updates, coordination, and rallying people at 
short notice – JOIN HERE 

 

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/425f1b44-f557-4d31-ae95-86d2271f0bf9
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/425f1b44-f557-4d31-ae95-86d2271f0bf9
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/425f1b44-f557-4d31-ae95-86d2271f0bf9
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/425f1b44-f557-4d31-ae95-86d2271f0bf9
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/425f1b44-f557-4d31-ae95-86d2271f0bf9
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/9fb904e3-7c6e-49ed-9e37-0e43c6d597af
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/9fb904e3-7c6e-49ed-9e37-0e43c6d597af
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/9fb904e3-7c6e-49ed-9e37-0e43c6d597af
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/9fb904e3-7c6e-49ed-9e37-0e43c6d597af
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/9fb904e3-7c6e-49ed-9e37-0e43c6d597af
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ade22bb8-8d9c-4e55-b85b-25c3bb377d28
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ade22bb8-8d9c-4e55-b85b-25c3bb377d28
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/ade22bb8-8d9c-4e55-b85b-25c3bb377d28
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/e988e775-2617-4232-92c4-d11814f72cc2
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/e988e775-2617-4232-92c4-d11814f72cc2
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/e988e775-2617-4232-92c4-d11814f72cc2
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/sessions/e988e775-2617-4232-92c4-d11814f72cc2
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HUL5WkHdK5GEy5u2Cp5ooQ


 

WHAT GFAN IS DOING AT WHS 

 

• GFANers Pre-Meeting (RSVP required!) 

• Town Hall with Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund (RSVP Required!) 

• Invitation only: Global Health Beyond ODA: The Power of Private Sector Partnerships in the Fight Against HIV/AIDS, TB and 
Malaria (RSVP: Priyanka@GlobalFundAdvocatesNetwork.org) Date: 12 October 2025 Time 15:00 CET 

• Invitation only: Innovative partnerships, beyond traditional Official Development Assistance (ODA): Debt2Health co-
organized by Aktion gegenst Aids. (RSVP: fipp@aktionsbuendnis-aids.de) Date: 13 October 2025 Time: 12:30 CET  

• Debt2Health will be on the table as a way to top up Germany’s pledge. Want to dive deeper? Check out GFAN’s Debt2Health brief 
and get involved. 

• Invitation only:  Science speaks: African scientists and advocates in the global malaria response, co-organized with Speak Up 
Africa, Target Malaria, RBM Partnership to end Malaria. 

SIDE EVENTS 

These 
sessions 
require 
registration 
in advance. 
Secure 
your place 
to dive 
deeper into 
key global 

Who Pays to Keep the World Safe? A Call to Empower Countries through Collaborative Surveillance 

Monday, October 13th 

Host: WHO, Gates Foundation 

Location: WHS Venue Room: Side Meeting VII 

Register here 

 

Closing the R&D Gap in Africa: Political Commitment, Talent Pipelines, and Upstream Innovation for Sustainable 

Health Impact 

Tuesday, October 14th 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYP-2ammkcRvjJVb87tjrCqk2_B57xMIqPkW6GygDwdspZMw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFTbg9qRJhJlt3lH9-Lyvq994oxFaOGxWZwj6NWxaXA-COVg/viewform?usp=header
mailto:Priyanka@GlobalFundAdvocatesNetwork.org
mailto:fipp@aktionsbuendnis-aids.de
https://globalfundadvocatesnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Debt-to-Health.pdf
https://globalfundadvocatesnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Debt-to-Health.pdf
https://indico.un.org/e/WHS_SideEvent
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/events/annual-whs/2025/side-events-2025/upon-registration
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/events/annual-whs/2025/side-events-2025/upon-registration


health 
topics, 
engage 
with 
leading 
voices, and 
take part in 
focused, 
interactive 
discussions. 

Host: Africa CDC – Centre for Science and Innovation 

Location: WHS Venue Room: Side Meeting VI 

Registration link to come later 

Building on the Lusaka Agenda: Towards a New Compact for Health Financing in Aid-Recipient Countries 

Tuesday, October 14th 

Host: Center for Global Development, African Centers for Disease Control 

Location: WHS Venue Room: Side Meeting II 

Registration link to come later 

 

Indigenous, Community-Led, and Gender -Transformative Action to end AIDS, TB, and Malaria and reach global 

health goals 

Tuesday, October 14th 

Host: Women4GlobalFund, SOPEMEI, Frontline AIDS, UNITE Parliamentarians Network for Global  

Health, Heidelberg Institute of Global Health 

Location: WHS Venue Room: Side Meeting VI 

 

 

OUR CORE MESSAGING 

What we’ll be bringing into WHS conversations: 

• Funding gaps kill. With U.S. cuts and European retrenchment, every euro matters more than ever. 

• #HereIAm. We want today’s children to be able to say Here I am 20 years from now. 

• Communities Are Experts. Civil society voices are still too few in WHS spaces, We need to make them heard! 

• Reframing Solidarity Countering Anti-ODA Narratives: Global health investments are about shared responsibility, mutual 

benefit, and a collective commitment to equity and justice. The fight against HIV, TB and malaria — and broader global health 

https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/events/annual-whs/2025/side-events-2025/upon-registration
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/events/annual-whs/2025/side-events-2025/open-to-all-whs-participants
https://www.worldhealthsummit.org/events/annual-whs/2025/side-events-2025/open-to-all-whs-participants


security — cannot be won without sustained international financing. ODA is an investment in resilience and a fairer future, not a 

burden. 

 

 

HOW TO SHOW UP 

• Pack your white coat for actions and photos. 

• Share your own events! If you’re hosting or speaking and want your session highlighted in this guide, email us at 

Priyanka@GlobalFundAdvocatesNetwork.org. 

BEFORE YOU GET TO BERLIN 

• RSVP to the GFANers Pre-Meeting 

• Join the WhatsApp group 

• Read our 8th Replenishment briefs 

https://itpcglobal.org/resource/white-coat-toolkit/
mailto:Priyanka@GlobalFundAdvocatesNetwork.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYP-2ammkcRvjJVb87tjrCqk2_B57xMIqPkW6GygDwdspZMw/viewform?usp=header
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HUL5WkHdK5GEy5u2Cp5ooQ
https://globalfundadvocatesnetwork.org/global-fund-8th-replenishment-issue-briefs/

